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hearts, by saying that, " after all, judgment must be proportioned
to knowledge, nor can positive laws and creeds be binding on
those who never knew them; that a man's obligations are to be
measured by his means, and that whoever acts well will be
treated well hereafter; " with more to the same purport. But
such tenets are in direct opposition to Mahometan orthodoxy
and Coranic teaching, and they who hold them must not be
taken for samples of Mam, but for exceptions, or rather
antagonists.

Knowing the variety of opinion among ordinary Mahometans
regarding the bipartition of sins, I was desirous to learn where
Wahhabees thought fit to draw the contested line. My readers
cannot fail to understand that the answer to this query must
throw considerable light on the moral character of the sect;
the most important point, perhaps, where national creeds are
concerned. Accordingly I expressed to my learned friend the
great anxiety which I lay under, and how uneasy my con-
science was, from the fear of committing " great'" sins, while
deeming them only "little" ones; that I had found the*doctors
of the north diffident and unsatisfactory in their replies; Lut
that now, in the most pious and orthodox of towns, and in
the society of the most learned of friends (modestly looking
towards him), I hoped to set my mind at rest, and settle once
for all a matter of such high importance.

'Abd-el-Kereem doubted not that he had a sincere scholar
before him, nor would refuse his hand to a drowning man.
So, putting on a profound air, and with a voice of first-class
solemnity, he uttered his oracle, that "the first of the great
sins is the giving divine honours to a creature." A hit, I
may observe, at ordinary Mahometans, whose whole doctrine of
intercession, whether vested in Mahomet or in 'Alee, is classed
by Wahhabees along with direct and downright idolatry. A
Damascene Sheykh would have avoided the equivocation by
answering, " infidelity."

" Of course," I replied, " the enormity of such a sin is
beyond all doubt. But if this be the first, there must be a
second; what is it ? "

"Drinking the shameful," in English, " smoking tobacco,"
was the unhesitating answer.